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LATE AND INTRRESTING INTELLIGENCE 
FROM INDIA. : 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Carey, to the 
Rev. Dr. Rogers, of Philadelphia, dated 


Calcutta, Nov. 16, 1810. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 


Ir was only yefterday that I heard of a veffel’s being ready 
to fail to Philadelphia. As it is, I fhall briefly drop you.a few 
lines to inform you of fuch of our circumftances as I am able to 
recollect. 

We have lately been called to mourn the lofs of fifter Robin- 
fon, who was removed from us by death at Dinagepore. She 
had been ill for fome months, and brother Kobinfon, who is enzag- 
ed in a miflion to Boutan, had brought her to Dinagepore for 
medica! affiftance, when he was called to mourn her Jofs. 

The Lord continues to blefs his caufe in this country with evi- 
dent tokens of his grace. I believe there have been only two or- 
dinance days (we communicate monthly) fince the beginning of 
the prefent year, in which we have not had the pleafure of receiv- 
ing fome perfon or perfons into the church. On one occafion 
feven were added, and I believe fixteen perfons are now coming 
forward to make a public profeffion of faith in our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. A fpirit of Chriftian love and unity prevails among us to 
a good degree, and in every re/peG we have reafon to rejoice in the 
goodnefs of the Lord towards us. The firft Lord’s day of laf 
month, brother Marfhman’s eldeft daughter (fcarcely thirteen 
years of age) was publicly baptized. She has evidently been on 
the fide of the Lord for thefe laft two or three years. May this 
be the forerunner to other inftances of the like nature in our own 
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Brother C. Carapeit Aratoon has been very fuccefsful in Jeffore, 
a diftri& eaft of Calcutta; ten perfons were lately baptized there 
at one time. Our brother J. Peter was fent the beginning of 
this year to Balafore in Oorifla, to attempt the planting the gofpel 
there. The Lord has bleffed his labours, and already there is 
a fmall church formed in that place. He is diligent in his work, 
and the Lord gives him encouragement. Thefe two brethren 
are of the Armenian nation, and were, by the church at Calcutta, 
fet apart to the work of the miniftry. Brother Chamberlain’s 
miniltry was laft year, and the year before, remarkably blefled 
among the foldiers at Burhampore, a military ftation near his refi- 
dence. An expedition againft the ifle of France, lately failed 
from this place, which included a Baptift church of thirty mem- 
bers in full communion, raifed there under his miniftry, with a 
brother fet apart to the paftoral office among them. Five other 
young men, members of the church at Calcutta, who are in anoth- 
er regiment, alfo went with them. Should they fucceed in tak- 
ing the ifland, I truft they will immediately ereé& the banner of 
the Crofs there, and invite finners to believe in the crucified Sav- 
iour. It is probable that brother Chamberlain will remove from 
Cutwa to a {tation up the country, perhaps Delhi, or Agro, but 
of this I cannot now fpeak with certainty. It is our wifh that he, 
with a brother who is about to be called to the miniftry by the 
church at Calcutta, fhould attempt to introduce the gofpel into the 
country of the Shikhs. At prefent fome obftacles lie in the way, 
but I truft they will eventually be removed. Brother Merden 
at Goamalti, and brother Moore at Patna, have had but little 
fuccefs. Brother Fernandez at Dinagepore, has not been entire- 
ly without fome tokens of the gracious approbation of the Lord 
in his work. Dinagepore and Sadamahl being near to each other, 
it is thought that brother Fernandez can fuperintend them both, 
we therefore intend to remove my fon William from Sadamahl 
to Cutwa, when brother Chamberlain leaves it. 

Brother Chater arrived a few days ago from Rangoon witli fif- 
ter Chater, who is in a weak ftate of health. That country is in 
a miferable ftate, as far as relates to its political affairs, but there 
are Many encouraging circumftances relative to the miffion there. 
i They ftudy the language with fuccefs, have written one or two 
{mall tra¢ts in it, and tranflated a part of the New Teftament into 

it, and I believe they are beloved by all, both rich and poor, great 

and {ma!!. T'wo valuable young men were lately fent thither by 

the London miflionary fociety, but one of them (Mr. Brain) has 
” been removed by death, the furviving one (Mr. Pritchett) is now 
wie with my fon at Rangoon. . 
i} I muft now conclude haftily ; it islate at night and I am quite 
| weary; yelterday evening three perfons were accepted by the 
church for baptifm, fix propofed for the next month, and ten 
mentioned to the church as perfons who wifh to be propofed then. 
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This day I had feveral new inquirers befides thofe above men- 
tioned, and hear of others who begin to look towards Zion. May 
the Lord be evernear to you and yours while in this militant ftate. 
My dear partner would, if fhe knew of my writing, unite with me 
in love tc Mrs. Rogers. 
I am yours, very affectionately, 
W. CAREY, 


<3 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


A brief Sketch of the State of Religion in the Baptift Churches in 
Nova-Sctia, New-Brun/wick, Se 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Merrill, to the 


Editor, dated 
Sedgwick, Auguff 17, 1810. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 
A fortnight to day, I returned from my eaftern expedition. 
My route lay through a part of his Britannic Majefty’s dominions, 
and hard by fome of the ftrong holds of Satan: I was every 
where, however, received with fufficient attention and civility. 

It was very pleafing to me, to behold my beloved brethren of 
Nova-Scotia and New-Brunfwick, who have fo lately emerged 
into gofpel liberty, fo expert in difcipline, fo determinate in 
Chriftian order and communion, and fo well marfhalled in battle 
array. They appear in a very good degree, like veterans, whilft 
they are, in age, but very children. Fourteen years only have 
elapfed, fince but one baptized church was to be found in both 
provinces. Now they can count nearly forty, and fome of them 
are large and flourifhing. 

Their Affociation, which I vifited as a meffenger from the Lin- 
coln, was holden at Sackville on the 25th and 26th of June. It 
was a good feafon. Tokens of the Chief Shepherd’s kindnefs 
and prefence appeared fpecially manifeft. The Elders and Mef- 
fengers of the churches were folemn, cheerful, and of good cour- 
age. The letters from the different churches were refrefhing, 
and fraught with much good news. In one County, (Annapolis 
if I miftake not} between two and three hundred had put on 
Chrift the prefent year, by being baptized into him. Babylon 
appears tobe in full retreat, yet her purfuers fhould be very wary, 
for fhe is very fubtle, and by no means in a very good mood. 
‘She thruft one of Chrift’s minifters into prifon, the week before I 
left thofe regions, and their eyil eye was fixt on brother Hale, to 
take him the fame week; but he being a “ gofpel ranger,” they 
were not, and I prefiuume they will not be able to incarcerate him. 

Zion’s God is fo generally lengthening her cords and making 
her flakes ftronger, that I cannot, in one fhort letter, defcend to 
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particulars, without leaving the larger half behind. However, 
that my letter be not altogether in generals, I will particularize a’ 
few inftances, and thefe in very fhort. 

I will begin with Brier Ifand. This place was notorious for 
irreligion, perhaps as much fo, in proportion to its magnitude, as 
‘was Sodom, on the morning of Lot’s efcape, Laft autumn, 
or winter, brother Peter Ciandal, moved by their forlorn condi- 
tion, vifited the Ifland, and preached to as many of the fhy Iflan- 
ders as he could colle& within hearing of his voice. He was 
threatened with death, if he ventured to preach on this Ifland 
again. However, he loved their falvation more than he feared 
their threatenings; he ventured, the people colleéted, he fpoke, 
and the Lord ipoke too. Ata late hour the afflembly was difmiff- 
ed. He retired, but-ere foft-fleep had clofed his. eyes, a meffen- 
ger requéfted that he would vifit a houfé diftreft. Without gain- 
faying, he arofe and followed the meffenger. Whilft on his way, 
in the firft hhoufe he paffed, he difcovered a light; it came into his 
mind juft to call in and fee how they did. He found them iw 
the agonies of dying unto fin; amhoufehold diftrefi for fins com- 
mitted, and for ialvation infinitely needed. He faw their anguifhi 
manifefily fuch, as all muft feel, or die forever; and obferving 
their exercifes and fituation fuch as he judged not expedient to 
be interrupted, retired in filence. The next houfe he found and 
left in a very fimilar condition. Going a little farther, he heard 
a perfon in the field manifefting by his fighs and groans, bitternefs 
of fpirit. Mr. Crandal turned afide, and in filent wonder beheld 
and leit the fin-fick man. He was foon at the houfe whence they 
had fent for him. Here he found a company forely oppreft with 
their load of fin, burdened by it, and longing to be free. Here 
he broke filence, and pointed dying finners to a living Saviour. 

On this never to be forgotten Lland, in fixteen of the eighteen 
families which refide on it, were thirty-three hopefully born from 
above. The reformation had reached the Main, fo that when I 
faw him, he had baptized between fifty and an hundred. 

Before this fhall reach you, brother Hale’s to brother Collier 
will probably be handed to you, In addition to what he has 
communicated, I will add, that he has given but a very modeft 
account of what the Lord hath wrought on Bellifle Bay by him. 
I know not whether 1 ever faw or heard of any one garrifon, be- 
ing fo largely harafled by a fingle gofpel ranger in the compafs of 
one campaign, and that too a winter one. Itis true, brother Anfley, 
who is no mean foldier, was there one evening, in which the Lord 
wrought wonderfully. An account of this evening, with one pre- 
ceding it, is nighly as much as I have now time to relate. On 
an evening preceding the two, and in which brother Hale delivered 
his firft difcourfe to the then idle people on Belliflé Bay, a Polly 
Davis was arrefted by the Spirit of truth, and before the next rif- 
ing fun was fet at liberty. ‘The next day, being a militia muf- 
ter, the young men came to fee their changed aflociate, and won- 
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Revival of Religion in Rumney. ST 


dered at, but hated the change.’ Another leGure was appointed 
for the following evening. Not far from the time of meeting, two 
of the foremoft young men, taking the inn on:their way, called 
for half a pint of ardent fpirits each, and drank it, obferving that- 
they wae the devil at the meeting. Thereligious exercifés: 
began, and"fleep prevailed over the young men; till little more 
was to be heard: However, they awoke from their drunkennefs, 
and in feafon to hear a fentence or two, and what they heard was: 
as a nail in a fure place. They had reftno more, till they found 
it in believing. Soon after this, at an evening lecture, brother 
Anfley preached, and when brother Hale had obferved what he 
judged expedient, and the aflembly were difmifled, the people 
all fatdown. <A folemn filence now prevailed for nighly an hour; 
when a young woman, of about 20, who had been baptized ten 
years before, arofe, and, filled with a fenfe of her backfliding 
heart, fpake in fuch a feeling and folemn manner, as greatly to 
affect the whole affembly. It was now a time of weeping, mourn- 
ing and lamentation. ‘The faving health of our Immanuel foon 
appeared ia healing the broken hearted, and fetting the poor 
captives free. Before the morning light, nine young converts 
were chanting forth their young hofannas. 

You can hardly imagine how fuddenly and deeply thefe things 
waked the enemies of reformation, and roufed all their powers of 
oppofition. The church prieft now vifited where he had never 
walked before.. The dialogues between him and his now cons 
verted, but heretofore deluded parifhioners, would be fufliciently 
entertaining, had I time to relate them. 

From Bellifle Bay, I came down the river to the city St. John’s, 
where I preached three times, twice on the Commons, and bap- 
tized one worthy man and two honourable women. 

i have juft time to add, brother N. Robinfon has baptized 
at Steuben, the laft winter and fimce, 56, and the little church at 
Sullivan and Hogs Bay, which was conftituted laft fpring, and 
over which brother Mc Mafter was ordained on the 16th of May 
laft, has increafed to abcut 60, or upwards, and a great reformae 
tion is going faft on in that place. 

In bonds of perpetual friendfhip, I am very fincerely yours, 
DANIEL MERRILL. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Willmarth, 
to the Editor, dated 
Rumney, March 19, 1811. 
REVs AND DEAR BROTHER, 
Acrerasty to a requeft from you by a brother in this 
Church, I proceed to give you a fketch of the marvellous work of 
God in this place, 
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In the winter of 1809 and ’10 there were fome appearances of 
a revival of religion jn this town. Our conference and prayer 
meetings were remarkably thronged, efpecially by young people, 
who appeared unufually folemn and attentive. In the mean 
while, the people of God. were much engaged in prayer,:for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. . 

In the fore part of laft fummer a revival commenced in Hebron, 
fouth of this, under the miniftrations of cur efteemed brother 
Wheat, and a goodly number of fouls were gathered into the 


fheepfold .of Chrift. A numberof young converts, by my par-: 


ticular requeft, came over from that place, and attended meeting 
with us about the laft of Auguft. This vifit, together with their 
pathetic exhortations, feemed to be the means of increafing the 
attention of our young people. 

Perceiving “the fields to be already white, and fit for the harveft,’? 
our brethfen were greatly encouraged to faithfulnefs, and my own 
foul was peculiarly animated in the work of the miniftry. God 
faw fit to bow the heavens of his grace, and finners were in mul- 
titudes pricked in their hearts. 

Scarcely can I refrain from weeping while attempting to recount 
the fcenes which were fo affecting. Our houfe of worfhip was 
thronged with liftening hearers. While truth was dropping from 
the lips of the fpeaker, the aflembly were often bathed in tears. 
The heavy fighs of the wounded befpoke their deep conviction of 
fin, while joy beamed in the countenances of faints. 

Sometimes the anguifh of the diftrefled, and the animations of 
joy excited in the minds of Chriftians, occafioned fuch a mixture 
of fighs, weeping, and fupplication, as to render it neceflary ab- 
ruptly to clofe the difcourfe. Indeed for feveral months, I had 
not the opportunity of preaching more than one fermon in a day. 

With aftonifhment I have beheld in every part of the meeting- 
houfe, thofe who, but a few days before, were ranked among the 
proudeft and moft obdurate finners, either crying for mercy, or 
fallen proftrate and fpeechlefs, and in fome inftances, motionlefs 
for a while, through the anguifh of their wounded fpirits ; while 
the friends of Jefus were either on their knees, or bending over 
them in fervent prayer. 

In every meeting, almoft, we had the pleafure to witnefs new 
inftances of awakening and converfion, which were evidently effect- 
ed by Divine Power. Truly this was the Lord’s doing, and it 
was marvellous in our eyes. 

At an early period of this work, our church met on Saturday 
for ufual bufinefs; but were called to attend to the examination 
of candidates for baptifm, which employed us during the whole 
afternoon. Night coming on, we adjourned till the next morning 
at eight o’clock. The forenoon of the Lord’s day was necefla~ 
rily taken up in the fame delightful employ. About noon we 
repaired to the water. It was a place which nature had formed, 
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peculiarly convenient for the occafion. The ftream was pleafant 
and delightful, with a clean beach extending along the margin. 
Back of this, was a high circular bank, which overlooked the 
whole. 

-On the brink of the water ftood the candidates in a row, and 
behind them, the members of the church were arranged like a lit- 
tle army. Still further back ftood a large and folemn con- 
courfe of people extended along the bank above. After addrefl- 
ing the throne of grace, I defcended into the water, and delibe- 
rately baptized twenty four perfons.* The joy manifefted by 
thofe who were baptized in coming up out of the water, was in- 
defcribable. It was indeed a “ heavenly place.” 

From this time forward, I was called to vifit the baptifmal waters 
every Lord’s Day. Three times I have been called to adminifter 
the ordinance in the evening ; not for the fake of novelty, but be- 
caufe.the fhades of night overtook us, before we were prepared to 
proceed to the adminiltration. On one of thefe occafions in the fall 
of the year, at about 11 o’clock I baptized fifteen perfons. We 
were furnifhed with candles, the night being calm and ftill; and 
while we were moving in folemn proceflion, the appearance re- 
minded me of Gideon’s little army with their lamps. 

The coldef of the weather, during the winter paft, has been 
no obftruction to the adminiftration of the holy ordinance of 
baptifm according to apoftolical order; nor have'any been known, 
however feeble and delicate their conftitution, to take the flighteft 
cold. I have, when very unwell, and under the operation of 
medicine, been called to baptize on fome of the coldeft Lord’s Days, 
without experiencing the flighteft inconvenience. On one fucls 
day I baptized twenty-three before I came out of the water. 

During this glorious work, our meetings though frequent, have 
been remarkably full and folemn. Every day or evening in the 
week, excepting Saturday (purpofely omitted from motives of 
prudence) have the people met for divine worfhip, and fome- 
times at two or three different places in the town, at the fame 
time, for the fake of convenience. And, ftrange as it may ap- 
pear, we have been obliged to reftrain our young people from 
going to meeting as often as they would, for fear it might prove 
injurious to their health. ~ 

All ages, from paft threefcore and ten, down to four or five 
years, have fhared in this work ; and there are but comparatively 
few in the town who are not recognized as profeiled lovers of 
Jefus. A young man (a profefled Univerfalift) who came into 
town the fore part of the winter to teach a fchoo!l, while attend- 
ing one of our evening meetings, was inftantly ftruck with fuch 
impreflions as brought him firft upon his knees, and then proftrate, 
as a humble fuppliant for mercy ; and he as fuddenly rofe with 
a{criptions of praife to Redeeming Love. Yon will readily con- 


* The time eccupied in baptizing was about 18 minutes. 
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clude, that he no longer retained his former erroneous fentiment, 
but moft earneftly warned others againft it; at the fame time 
confeffing, that notwithftanding he had fo zealoufly tried to defend 
it, his confcience never was fatisfied with it. 

There have been fome remarkable appearances in this work, 
which have furprifed fome, but perhaps they were not altogether 
unaccountable. In fome inftances perfons have had their ftrength 
fo entirely taken away as to be unable to fland upon their feet, 
but could fpeak and fometimes pray. In other initances, they 
loft all power of motion, infomuch that they became as dead men. 
In thefe cafes, pulfation was fcarcely perceivable, the extremities 
cold, the countenances pale, and the eyes clofed as if they were 
in the foundeft fleep. 

I have remarked three different occafions of thefe appearances. 

if. Perfons under powerful awakenings. Thefe have fallen as 
inftantaneoutly as if a ball had paffed through the heart. I have 
alfo feen them, when myfelf or fome other perfon was engaged in 
prayer for them, recover their ftrength, and in a moment be upon 
their feet, filled with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. While 
others, who did not altogether lofe the power of {peech, as fud- 
denly changed their prayer to the moft exulting ftrains of praifes, 


confeffion and exhortation. 


2d. Perfons engaged in intenfe prayer for others. Their exer- 
cifes have been fuch, as to overpower their animal fpirits, and they 
have continued for a length of time under this proftration of 


ftrength; and then have recovered it again, attended with a very 


joyful frame of mind. 

~ gd. Others have loft their ftrength by an overwhelming ecftafy 
of joy! Itis a fingular circumftance, and worthy of remark, 
that perfons while thus deprived of ftrength, knew what pafled 
near them in converfation during the time. I have alio been in- 
formed of the following inftance. A young woman. who was 
fo exercifed in prayer for her young mates, as that fhe loft the 
power of motion. Another young woman prefent, who was 
an oppofer, watched for an opportunity, and took hold of her 
hands and fqueezed and pinched them fo that they were quite 
fore and painful. She alfo pafled a candle into her face, in order 
to fee whether fhe could aroufe her, but all in vain. . This oppofer 
was fo fmitten with remorfe for what fhe had done, that fhe was 
obliged to make a public confeflion, and tobeg forgivenefs. Thefe 
inftances, though frequent, have by no means been general. 

That this work was not the effect of animal fympathy, is evi- 
dent from this circumftance. That fome who were oppofed to the 
work entirely withdrew from meetings ; but God’s Holy Spirit 
found them at some ; and they were feized with the fame kind of 
impreffions, and as powerfully as were thofe at meeting. While 
others who had not attended at meeting at all, were taken in the 
field, while at their labour, and were made the fubjects of the fame 
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bleffed work! Such perfons were no fooner brought to fhare in 
thefe wonders of divine mercy, than they flew to meet their friends 
in public worfhip, “ and publifhed how great things God had done 
for them.” 

‘Among the many bleffings for which we are bound to give 

thanks, I muft not fail to mention one in particular. We have 
been, and itill are remarkably united and harmonious. And¢ al- 
though different feétaries have in fome inftances come in among 
us, and endeavoured to make profelytes to their own parties, yet, - 
through the kindnefs of the great Shepherd, their attempts have 
only occafioned our being the more firmly united. 
; Since the reformation began, it is fuppofed that nearly three 
t hundred have been made the fubjeéts of the work in this place; of 
whom about 150 have been added to the church already, and oth- 
ers are expected to came forward ere long. 

Twelve years ago, under the firft of my miniftry in this town, 
this church was formed. At otir firft communion, we numbered 
juft as many as entered into the ark. Since that time we havo 
enjoyed feveral reviving feafons. Two churches have been form- 
ed from this in neighbouring towns. Some have been excluded, 
fome have retlioved and joined other churches; a confiderable 
number have gone to join the church triumphant. The prefenc 
number of members in this church, is about 280. 

This work has 4° {pread into neighbouring towns, and many 
have been brought To fing redeeming hte. May the triumphs of 
the crofs be extended, till the whole earth fhall be full of the 
knowledge of the glory of God. 

With fentiments of efteem, I am, dear Sir, yours affeétion- 
ately, ' EZRA WILLMARTH, 


P.S. Magch 23d. This day, one of our young converts - 
(about 15 years old) left us, finging in the triumphs of faith, to 
join the redeemed church above. This is the firft inftance of mor- 
tality in this town for more than twelve months, one new born 
infant excepted. 


TT tee 


<4 


Extraét.o: a Letter to the Rev. John P. Peckworth, 
Paft@ of the Third Baptift Church in Philadelphia, 


date _ Philadelphia, Feb. 27, 1811. 


SIR, 
* In the name and behalf of the Female Mite Society of 
Philadelphia, permit us to addrefs you, and through you the 
church over which you prefide. ; 
44s our Society was formed for the aid and encouragement of 
church, in its laudable undertaking of erecting a houfe for 
fhip in Southwark; permit us briefly to ftate the circum- 
ances refpecting its formation and progrefs, 
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Sometime in October, 1809, a Lady (now one of our members ) 
in perufing the Baptift Miffionary Magazine,. printed at Bofton, 
obferved the aid that had been given to the Miflion Fund by the 
Mite Societies in Providence, R. iflend, and Charleftown, Maff. &c. 
and conceived the defign of endeavouring to form a Society upon 
fimilar principles, to affift faid church then lately conftituted. 
Her ideas were communicated to feveral of her female friends, 
who, approving the plan, proceeded without delay to put it into 
execution. Subfcription books were immediately opened, and 
the contributions of the liberal folicited. The fubfcribers gave fuch 
weekly fums as they thought proper; not lefs, however, than one 
cent a week, 

On the firft Monday in January, 1810, the Society was or- 
ganized in due form; and though the weekly contributions of 
each member were fmall, yet at the clofe of the year the fum 
colleéted and paid into the treafury of faid church amounted to 
fix hundred forty-one dollars and fifty-eight cents: With which, 
be pleafed to accept our fincere and hearty wifhes for the peace 
and profperity of the church, over which you prefide, and the 
Zion of God univerfally. 

We are happy to add, that a good degree of zeal continues to 
exilt atzong the members of the Society, and particularly thole 
Ladies of ‘the Collecting Committee who have borne fo great a 
part of the burden. 

We are, Rev. Sir, refpectfully, your fincere friends, 
bx11za Jostan, 7rea/furer. 
Anna Ince s,, Secretary. 





Phiiadelphia, March 2, 1811. 

LADIES, 

We acknowledge with gratitude the receipt of the polite 
and affectionate addreis pretented us through our beloved Pattor,. 
in the name of the Female Mite Society of Philadelphia. We 
tender to you, and through you to the Society, our molt fincere 
and hearty thanks for the aid and encouragement you have af- 
forded us in our undertaking ;. and we defire to blefs our God who 
hath put it into your hearts to devife and execute fo good a work. 
We have the fatisfaction to {tate for your information, and encours 
agement, that (excepting the materials) your liberality has raifed 
the walls of our Meeting-houfe, from the foundation to the top- 
ftone. May your benevolent example ftimulate others to fimilar 
pious exertions for the fpread of the gofpel, until throughout 
our land the promife is realized, that “all fhall know the Lord, 
from the leaft to the greateft.” 

By order, and in behalf of the Third Baptift Church of 
Philadelphia, JOHN P. PECKWORTH, Pafor.. 
Mrs. Exiza Jostan, 7reafurer, } of the Female Mite S a 
Miss Anna incéxs, Secretary, t of Philadelphia. ; 
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Female Society in Vermont. 4S 


Extraét of a Letter from the Secretary of a Female 
Society in Danville, State of Vermont, addrefled to 
the Prefident of the Maflachufetts Baptift Miffion- 

" ary Society, dated October 24, 1809. 


KEV. AND DEAR SIR, 


In an age like the prefent, when not only every fpecies of 
error feems to be acquiring new ftrength, and infidelity appears 
withott a mafk ; but when we behold numerous others, though 
with different pretenfions, aéting from the fame principles, viz. 
the depravity of the human heart ; we deem it important that the 
friends of truth fhould he adtive in endeavouring to extend the 
favour of divine knowledge among thofe who are unacquainted 
with the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Imprefled, as we truft, 
with thefe motives, a few females, membersof the Baptift church 
in this town, in July, 1808, agreed to form into a Society for re- 
ligious purpofes. ‘The objeéts of our meeting were to converfe on 
the things of religion, and to comfort and ftrengthen each other, 
while furrounded with adverfaries, and befet with the temptations 
of this alluring world. And alfo to pray that God would con- 
tinue to extend the conquelts of his fovereign grace, and bring in 
his eleét from the rude mafs of mankind. That he would blefs 
the exertions of his people who are endeavouring to f{pread that 
religion which inculcates peace, humility, and felf-denial, until its 
benign influences may be felt by all the human race. A further 
object of our meeting was, to contribute our mie towards the ac- 
complifhment of this infinitely important end. 

Ne are’ but few in number, and not poflefled of very great 
Nores of worldly goods; our contributions will neceffarily be 
fmall.* But fuch as they are, we commit them to your difpofal, 
and to the bleffing of God ; praying, that he would make this 
{mall mite a mean of fome good, for the advancement of his 
caufe. 

The friends of evangelical doétrine and gofpel order, are not 
numerous in thefe parts. It is alfo a time when iniquity prevails, 
and many who have profefied to be the difciples of our Lord are 
rather indifferent about his caufe. It is a low time of religion 
with our church. We pray that the Lord would, biefs us and 
you. We rejoice, notwithftanding the prevalence of error and 
irreligion, that the Lord is eftablifhing his caufe in the world. 

Requefting an intereft in your prayers for us, and for our 
brethren, we febfcribe your loving, though unworthy fifters in 


the bonds of the gofpel. 
SALLY FISHER, Secretary. 


To the Prefident of the Mafia. Baptif? Miffionary Society. 


* See the laft ftatemer:, by the Treafurer of the Socicty. 
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For the Maffachufetts Baptift Miffionary Magazine. 


{The following excellent Addrefs is fubmitted for infertion by — 
a fouthern fub{criber, as calculated to anfwer truly valuable 
purpofes in thefe United States, and as an incentive particu- 
larly for the American Baptifts to come forward and “do 
likewife.” R.} 


Addrefs to the Friends of Religion on behalf of the Baptift . 
Academical Inftitution, at Stepney-Green, near London. 


Iy calling the attention of the public to 2 new Seminary in- 
tended to be eftablifhed near London for the education of Candi- 
dates for the Chriftian Miniftry, we are defirous of prefenting a 
fhort account of the motives by which we are a¢tuated, and the 
objects we have in view. 

We beg leave to premife, that nothing is farther from our inten- 
tion than to interfere with the refpectable Seminaries already fub- 
fitting, from which the Church of Chrift has derived effential bene- 
fit. We congratulate the public on their inftitution, rejoice in their 
profperity, and feel a cordial concurrence with the views of their 
generous patrons and fupporters. We are perfuaded, however, 
that the ground is not yet {fo fully occupied as to leave no room 
for a further extenfion of the means of inftruction to ftudents in 
theology ; and that among the churches of the Baptift denomina- 
tion, at leaft, a difficulty is frequently experienced in procuring 
young men pofleffed of thofe qualifications which the ftate of foci- 
ety renders dcfirable. Having been fupplied by the noble munif- 
icence of a worthy individual with a houfe and premifes at Step- 
ney, well fitted for an Academy, we are defirous of realizing the 
liberal intentions of the Donor, by carrying into execution the 
plan of public utility he has meditated. 

At this period, no apology can be neceflary for attempting to 
affift young men defigned for the miniftry in the acquifition of 
fuch branches of knowledge, as may qualify them more completely 
for the fuceefsful difcharge of that facred function ; fince whatever 

rejudices unfavourable to learning may have formerly prevailed 
fn ferious minds, they appear to have fubfided, and Chriftidns in 
general admfft the propriety of enlifting literature in the fervice of 
religion. From the recent multiplication of theological Semina- 
ries among proteftant diffenters, fuch an inference may be fairly 
deduced. While we affert the abfolute fufficiency of the Scripture 
for every faving purpofe, it is impoflible to deny the ufefulnefs of 
the knowledge derived from books in unfolding many of its obfeu- 
rities, explaining many of its allufions, and producing more fully 
to view the ineftimable treafure it contains. The primary truths 
of Revelation, it is acknowledged, offer themfelves at firft view in 
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the facred volume ; but there are latent riches, and gems of inefti- 
mable value, which can be brought to light only by a deeper and. 
more laborious refearch. There are numberlefs exquifite harmo- 
nies and retired beauties in the fcheme of Revelation, which are 
rarely difcovered without the union of great induftry with culti- 
vated talent. A coilection of writings compofed on various occa- 
fions and at remote intervals of time, including detached portions 
of hiftory the moft ancient, and of poetry awfully fublime but often 
ob{cure, a book containing continual allufions to manners unknown 
in this part of the world, and to inftitutions which have long cea- 
fed to exift, muft demand all the aid which ingenuity and learn- 
ing can bring towards its elucidation. 

The light of revelation, it f:ould be remembered, is not oppofite, 
to the light of reafon ; the former prefuppofes the latter ; they are 
both emanations from the fame fource ; and the difcoveries of the 
Bible, however fupernatural, are addrefied to the underltanding, 
the only medium of information whether human or divine. Re- 
vealed religion is not a cloud which overfhadows reafon; it is a 
fuperior illumination defigned to perfedt its exercife, and fupply 
its deficiencies. Since truth is always confiftent with itfelf, it can 
never fuffer from the moft enlarged exertion of the intellectual 
powers, provided thofe powers be regulated by a fpirit of dutiful 
fubmiffion to the oracles of God. ‘The evidences of Chriftianity 
challenge the moft rigid examination ; the more accurate and ex- 
tenfive the inquiry, the more convincing will they appear. Un- 
expected coincidences betwixt infpired hiftory and the moft undif- 
puted remains of antiquity will prefent themfelves, and ftriking 
analogies be perceived betwixt the courfe of providence and the 
fuperior economy of grace. The gradual developement of the 
plan of Revelation, together with the dependence of its feveral 
parts on each other, and the perfect confiftency of the whole, will 
employ and reward the deepett inveftigation. In proof of the affilt- 
ance religion may derive from learning rightly dire&ted, we appeal 
to the writings of an Uther, a Newton, and a Bryant ; to the an- 
cient apologifts of Chriftianity, who by means ef it, unmafked the 
deformities of polytheifm ; to the reformers, whom it taught to’ 
remove the facred volume from the duft and obfcurity of cloifters, 
and erhibit in the dialeéts of Europe; and to the victorious im- 
pugners of infidelity in modern times. Such are the {poils which 
fanttified. learning has won: from fuperftition and impiety, the 
common enemies of God and man. Nor mutt we forget to no- 
tice, among the moft precious fruits of cultivated reafon, that con- 
{cioufnefs of its own deficiencies and fenfe of its own weaknefs, 
which prompts it to bow to the authority of revelation, and depofe 
its honours at the crofs, fince its incapacity to folve the moft im- 
portant queftions, and to fatisfy the moft diftrefling doubts, will 
be felt with the trueft conviction and attefted with the beft grace, 
by fuch as have made the largeft eflay of its powers. 
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An unconverted minifiry we look upon as the greateft calamity 
that can befai the Church ; nor would we be fuppoffed to infinu- 
ate, by the preceding obfervations, that education can ever be a 
proper fubftitute for native talent, much lef for real piety : all we 
mean to aflert is, that the union of both will much enlarge the 
capacity of doing good. Without defcending to particulars, we 
mutt be allowed to remark, for example, that the art of arrang- 
ing ideas in their proper order, and of inveltigating the nature of 
different forts of evidence, as well as an acquaintance with the 
fundamental rules of compofition and rhetoric, are of eflential 
fervice to a public {peaker. 

_ The exifting Qate of fociety fupplies additional reafons for ex- 
tending the advantages of academical education. If former pert- 
ods have given birth to more renowned fcholars, none ever pro- 
duced fo many men of reading and refleGtion as the prefent ; never 
was there a time when books were fo mu!'tiplied, knowledge fo 
diffufed, and when, confequently, the exercife of cultivated talents 
in all departments was infuch demand. When the general level 
of mental iraprovement is fo much raifed, it becomes neceffary 
for the teachers of religion to poffefs their full fhare of thefe ad- 
vantages, if they would fecure from neglect the exercife of a funce 
tion, the moft important to the interefts of mankind. If ia the 
days of infpiration there were fchools of the prophets, and mirac- 
ulous infufions of wifdom did not fuperfede human means cf in- 
ftructioa, much lefs are they to be neglected in the prefent times, 
when no fuch communications are expected. To this we mutt 
add, that perverted literature is one of the moft powerful weapons 
in the hands of the enemies: of divine truth, who leave no effort 
untried to recommend their caufe by the luftre of fuperior acqui- 
fitions, and to form in the public mind, the dangerous affociation 
between irreligion and talents, weaknefs and piety. 

In infifting fo ftrongly on the advantages of a regular educa- 
tion, we mean no difrefpeét to thofe excellent perfons who have 
exercifed their miniftry much to the benefit of the Church with- 
out thofe advantages ; many of whom are men of vigorous minds, 
who have furmounted great obftacles in the purfuit of knowledge, 
and others by their piety and good fenfe well fitted for the ftations 
which: they occupy. We truft that fuch minifters will always be 
highly efteemed in our churches : there are fituations, it is prob- 
able, which they are better qualified to fill, than perfons of a 
higher education. ‘To the improvement of the higher claffes, © 
however, it will fcarcely be denied, men of the latter charaéter 
are belt fuited ; and as their falvation is not in itfelf lefs important 
than. that of the lower orders, fo their fuperior weight in fociety 
attaches to their charaéter and conduét peculiar confideration. It 
is alfo manifeft, from the examples of a Brainerd, an Ellior, and a 
Schwartz, that where piety in a candidate for the miniftry is once 
feeured, a courfe of academical fludies is no impediment to the 
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growth and developement of qualities the moft conducive to fuc- 
cefs,—deep humility, eminent {pirituality, unfhaken perfeverance, 
and patient felf-denial. 

With refpeé to the principles, we wifh to fee prevail in our fu- 
ture Seminary, it may be fufficient to obferve, they are in general 
the principles of the Reformation ; and were we to-defcend to a 
more minute fpecification, we fhould add they are the principles 
which diftinguith the body of Chriftians denominated Particular 
or Calviniftic Baptifts. While we feel a cordial efteem for all 
that love the Lord Jefns Chrift in fincerity, difclaiming all preten- 
fions to that vaunted liberality which marks an indifference to 
revealed : truth, we feel no hefitation in declaring that nothing 
would give us more concern than to fee the Seminary we have in 
contemplation become the organ of infidel or heretical depravity. 

We conceive fome advantages may accrue from fixing the pro- 
pofed Seminary in the vicinity of the metropolis. It may be hop- 
ed its pecuniary refources will be benefited by being placed in the 
centre of commercial opulence ; that a refidence of a few years 
near the capital of a great empire may give an expanfion to the 
youthful mind, and that the means which it affords, of obtaining 
the affitance of Teachers in various departments of fcience, no 
where elfe to be found, may improve the tafte and direé& the exer- 
tions of the Students. 

We conclude with recommending our undertaking to the pat- 
ronage of the public, and to the bleffing of God, and with ex- 
prefling our hope, that through the influence of the Divine Spirit 
in a copious effufion on the future Patrons, Tutors, and Sudents 
of this Seminary, however fmall in its beginning, it will become 
rée{pectable for learning and piety, be a nurfery of faithful and 
able minifters, and a blefling to the Church of Chritt. 

Our appeal is to the friends of Religion and Literature. A 
very confiderable fund will be neceflary to provide Furniture, 
and a Lisrary fuitable to the occafion, as well as to promote the 
general purpofes of the Inftitution. But when the importance of 
the object is duly confidered, .it is not doubted but an adequate 
fupply will be readily afforded. 


Ao 


Extract from the Rev. Samuel Ambrofe’s Journal of 
his fecond Miflionary Tour. Addrefled to the 


Secretary of the Society. m 
Sutton, March 1g, 1810, 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
1 the sth of December, 1809, I entered upon my fecond 
miflfionary tour, and preached the firit Lord’s-day in Bethel, Ver- 
mont, to a refpectable audience, who were ferious and attentive. 














48 Extrad from MreAmbrofe’s Journal. 


On Monday evening, I preached at Randolph. In this week, F 
attended two meetings in Brookfield, and two in Koxbury. At 
this laft place, a dear youth in his fixteenth year was baptized, 
whofe trials and temptations had been remarkable. I hope God 
defigns to make him ufeful in the church. His parents are mem- 
bers of a {mall church lately gathered. There are feveral more 
in the family who appear to be under férious concern: one young 
woman in particular was exceedingly bowed down. By her de- 
fire, I preached in the evening, from the following words: “ And 
he caft away his garment, arofe, and came to Jéfus.” 

This is a new place, thinly inhabited, and, like the land of Ca- 
naan, full of hills and vallies. At this time there was much ice 
in the road, vet there was a confiderable aflembly, who appeared 
loth to leave the meeting. One man, whofe hair was white with 
age, had three miles to walk home, after our exercifes. It was 
about two o’clock in the morning before we retired to reft. 

Lord’s-day, Dec. 17, preached in Warren, where is a Baptift 
church of about fourteen members, and in the evening at Waits- 
field. Monday evening I preached at Moortown, on Onion River, 
Tuefday and Wednefday I paffed on through feveral towns to 
Cabot, where I tarried on Lord’s-day, and preached five fermons, 
Our meetings were folemn and comfortable. There is an en- 
couraging profpect of reformation in this place; and I have no 
doubt of there being a number of pious fouls here. 

Monday, Dec. 25, I preached in the evening at Capt. Cham- 
berlain’s in Hardwick. There were few hearers; but I had great 
freedom in preaching, and there was good attention to the word. 
Hitherto the Lord hath helped me. O that I might be more 
like my Divine Mafter, and better prepared by his grace to do 

ood, Tuefday I preached at Capt. French’s, who appears to 
ve the truth, and to be alive in religion. Wednefday I preach- 
ed at Walden, and on Friday in Hardwick, at deacon Fuller’s. 
Saturday I rode to Mr. French’s. He-e I found a great blefling 
in converfing with the family. 

Lord’s-day, Dec. 31, I preached at Hardwick ; and the Lord 
ftood by and ftrengthened me. In the evening I preached to the 
Free-will Baptifts. 

Jan. 1, 18:0, rode to Crafthhury, in Vermont, where I preached 
the next evening. It was very pleafing to fee fuch an aflembly 
collected for an evening meeting in the winter, where they live fo 
fcattered. The attention to the gofpel was truly remarkable ; 
and things appear encouraging in this place. Wednefday I rode 
to Irafbourg, where I preached on Lord’s day, and three lectures. 
Tuefday, fan. 9, I preached three times at Coventry, and alfo on 
the Lord’s-day. A {mall church has been gathered in thefe two 
places, fince | was here laft fummer ; and there are fiiBfome, in 
each of thefe towns, whofe minds are tender, which gives reafon 
for the hope, that this little church will be enlarged. Tueflay I 
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preached at Mr. Nye’s, Brownington; Wednefday evening at Dr. 
Newcomb’s, in Darby ; ‘hurfday I croffed the line into the prove 
ince of Canada, and preached in the evening at Mr. Gould’s, in 
Sarniton. 

_ Lord’s-day, Jan. 21, preached at Mr. Bernard’s. It pleafed 
God to provide for me, in this extreme cold weather. ‘lhere was, 
but one houfe, in the neighbeurhood where I -was, in which I 
could have been made comfortable ; this belonged to a merchant, 
who kindly welcomed me to preach on the Lord’s-day, and to 
lodge at his house three nights. Tuefday evening I preached at 
Mr. Little’s, in Hatley ; and on Wedneiday evening attended a 
conference. “ioe PY OT | 

Lord’s-day, Jan. 28, preached at Mr. Elliot’s, where I preached 
laft fummer. Mrs. Elliot, I hope, has found Chrift to be precious 
to her foul fince that time; and a young gentleman alfo, who 
occupies a fore in that vicinity. He wifhed me to make his houfe 
my home as long as I tarried. Tuefday I went down St. Fian- 
cois Kiver to Brumpton, and preached by previous appointment. 
Wednefday went down the river about twenty miles to Shipton. 
Thurfday went about feven miles back from the river, and preach- 
ed twice ; then returned, and preached very near to the river, on 
the Lord’s-day. The aflembly was compofed of perfons from fev- 
eral towns, fome of whom came more than ten miles. They ap- 
peared generally very attentive. When I addrefled the youth, 
they rofé, and fome were affected ; but I believe they are in gen- 
eral very care'efs in thefé towns. In the evening, I preached over 
the river at Mr. Bernard’s. A dear youth had died in this neigh- 
bourhood a few days before. She had attended a bal], and ven- 
turing home in thé latter part of the night, in which the weather 
altered fuddenly, had to face a fevere cold wind, ten or twelve 
railes on the river, thinly clothed, which appeared to be the occa- 
tion of her death. This feemed to call up the attention of fome 
of the young people. I think there is great need of miffionary 
labours in this part of the provincé. God was pleafed to favour 
meé with great freedom in preaching here and in Shipton, and 
alfo in converfation in private families. O that his blefling may 
accompany thefe efforts; yea, I believe it will. 

Monday, Feb. 5, I returned up the river about eleven miles, by 
appointment laft week, and preached in Brumpton in the afier- 
noon and evening. Here the people were very attentive, and the » 
affembly was large. It feemed that all attended who poffibly 
could. I converfed with a number after the evening meeting, 
who appeared ferioufly impreffled. Tuefday I preached at Mi q 
Key’s, five miles further up the river. Mrs. Key was fo fick and 
in fuch’ if when I firft entered the houfe, that her daughter, | 
who was dtending her, faid fhe was dying; but it pleafed God to 
relieve hef, {0 that fhe could attend the meeting. I preached from 
this text, “The whole need not a phyfician, but they that are. 
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fick.”” It was a folemn feafon; and firong hopes are entertain- 
ed of a reformation in this place. I believe there are fome of 
Chrift’s theep fcattered here ; but itis a cloudy and dark day with 
them. They have no meetings for public worfhip even on the 
Lord’s-day. 

Wednefday I rode back to Afcott, and preached at a place called. 
the Forks. Here the people were very inattentive to religion ; yet: 
they treated me decently. On Thurfday I preached at Mr. tl- 
liot’s, in Afcott, to a numerous and folemn audience. Several in 
this place, who were ferioufly impreffled when I was here laft: 
fummer, have, I hope, embraced our dear Saviour. Friday U vif- 
ited feveral families. Saturday, although it -was extremely cold, 
I rode to Hatley, having previoufly written that I intended to be 
there on Lord’s day. I preached two fermons in the day time,. 
and one in the evening. Here I was informed that it. pleafed God. 
to awaken fome fouls, by my preaching laft fummer, who have 
fince made a profeffion. Tuefday I rode to Dr. Whittier’s, Stan- 
itead, whére I preached inthe evening. ‘There are many families. 
in «nis town, but they have little preaching, unlefs vifited by the 
Methodifts and Free-will Baptifts. 

' Wednefday I paffed over the line again, into the State of Ver- 
mont, and attended meeting the next Lord’s-day at Craftfbury. 
A man and his wife were baptized by a brother Butler, he being 
providentially prefent. I had taken a great cold; yet in the 
evening I attempted to preach at brother Mafon’s. It was a com- 
fortable and refrefhing feafon. Several brethren fpoke by exhor- 
tation, and one prayed. ‘The ‘tate of the church in Crafthbury is 
encouraging; there is good agreement among! them, and 1 think 
more than common attention to preaching. Monday evening I 
preached in a different part of the torn. 

Tuefday rode to Gréenfb rough, and preached in the evening 
at Capt. Grow’s, and on Wednefday evening in another part of 
the town. In thefe feveral mectings, it has pleafed God to affitt 
me, although I have laboured under bodily infirmities ; but 1 can 
bear them the better, becaufe I am ferving the beft Matter, in the 
beit employ ment. : 

Thurfday I preached in Hardwich. Here are a number of fe. 
tious, tender minds. A brother Shepard’s wife and daughter 
would have gone forward in baptifm, but he was from home. 
February 23, pafling through Walden and Cabet, I made a num- 
ber of fhort vifits, and prayed with feveral families. In Cabot 
there are fome inguiring what they fhall do to be faved. 

Before I entered upon my miffionary tour this. winter, in reflc¢t- 
ing te being hundreds of miles from home, in the province of 
Canada, expofed to tedious ftorms, and lodging in cold houfes, 
the profpect feemed gloomy ; three months then appeared long ; 


but now the time has almoft elapfed, and in review, it feems but: 


a few days ; I hope in part, owing to the love I feel for my Di- 
vine Mafter, and for precious fouls. 
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Lord’s-day, Feb. 28, I preached at Calais, where is a Baptift 
tchurch of about 28 members; but the people are much divided. 
JMonday evening I preached at deacon Kendall’s, and on Wednef- 
day evening at deacon Brigs’s, in Barre. Thurfday rode to elder 


- Hovey’s, in Brookfield, where I preached on Friday, and again 


in the evening. A reformation has been progrefling in this town 
‘ever fince the beginning of laft fummer. It has prevailed for 
feveral months in the neighbourhood where brother Hovey refides. 
About ten of his family and near connexions have obtained a 
comfortable ‘hope in Chrift, as well as a goodly number more, of 
from ten or twelve to fifty years of age. There has alfo been a 
large number added to the Congregational church in this town, 
and the work is {preading in adjacent towns, 

Lord’s-day, March 4, | preached at deacon Flint’s, i in the upper 
‘part of Randolph, to a confider ably large and attentive audience. 
The profpeé& in this town is encouraging. This was “ laft 
LLord’s-day of my fix months’ miflion. I had fweet freedom in 
preaching. Here I could fay to the people, Aly mouth is open to 
you ; ‘my heart is enlarged. The Lord hath mercifully preterved 
m: thronzh all the fatigues and dangers in my journeying, both 
the laft fummer, anc alio this winter. 1 have been univerfally re- 
eeived and treated in a kind and friendly mannér. I was a ftran- 
ger, and they took me in. It pleafed God to return me home 
fafely to my dear family, on Thuriday evening »Marchg. They 
had been preferved in health during my ablence, which was thir- 


geen weeks and three days. 
SAMUEL AMBROSE. 
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Memoir of Mrs. Nancy THOMPSON. 


Diep, in Charicftown, Nov. 16, 1810. Mrs. Nancy Tromp- 
son, daughter of Mr. Thomas and M s. Tabitha Robins, aged 
35 years. Mrs. Thompfon was early broucht to an experi- 
mental knowledge of the gofpel, and baptized by the late Kev. 
Dr. Stillman. She was admitted a member of the church in 
Charleftown, at their firft communion feafon. 

At the age of 18, Mrs. Thompfon entirely loft her hearing 
but notwithitanding this trying circumftance, her attachment to 
the houfe of God remained unabated. She would readily find 
the text, and pfalm or hymn, by obferying the motion of the 
ipeaker’s lips. The profperity of the church feemed ever to lie 
near her heart. Her deportment towards her Paitor, and all the 
brethren and filters, was uniformly marked with the greateit 
efteem and aff-Ation. She took a deep intereft in whatever relat- 
ed tc the profperity of religion at large e, and particularly to the 
muffionary caule. This attachment continued till her death. 











§2 | Memoir of Mrs. Peats 


Such was her diffidence of herfelf, from the views fhe had of 
her own heart, that fhe was often in darknefs refpectiag her intex- 
eft in Chrift. During her ficknefs, which was long and painful, 
this was generally though not uniformly the cafe. In her afflic- 
tions, the grace of patience was ftrikingly exemplified. She had 
a deep and an affeéting fenfe of the goodnefs of God, and of the 
fufferings of Chrift. One night, on receiving Timea wine, fhe 
faid, “ I have wine to crink, but Chrift drank the vinegar and the 
gall.” On remarking how fore her fide was, fhe immediately 
added, “ but Chrift’s fide was pierced with a fpear.” It was 
matter of furprife to her Paftor, that one who,evidently lived fo 
entirely devoted to God, fhould be the fubjeé&t of fo, many doubts 
and fears. 

Towards the clofirg fcene of life, her mind was much more 
comfortable. ‘The filter who attended her at this time, read Heb. 
x. 35. Caft not away therefore your confidence, which hath great ree- 
ompenfe of reward. hele words were blefied to her, and gave 
fome relief to her mind. Mrs. Thompfon afked her to read the 
Jaf verfe of the chapter, But we are not of them who draw back 
unto perdition, but of them that beiteve to the Saving of the foul. On 
which fhe looked up and fmiled, with an air of confidence and 
triumph. She ufed often to fay, that fhe longed to praife God. 
One time being afked if fhe could praife him, the faid, Sometimes, 
but fhe wanted to all the time. When fhe was dying, being atk- 
ed it the could praife God, the fmiled, and bowed her head three 
times. .\fter this fhe foon expired, and we trutt fhe is continualiy 
blefing and praifing God in his temple above; for it is written, 
Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord. 


— So 


Memuir of Mrs. EstHEer Peak, 


Late confort of the Rev. Joun Peak, of Newburyport, who departed this life 
on the sth of March, 1811. 


Mrs. Peax was born in Waterton, Conne¢ticut, Sept. 18, 1762, 
of re{pectable parentage, and was educated in the Epifcopal forms 
of worfhip ; but did not obtain clear and diftin@ ideas of Gofpel 
truth, till Providence placed her under the faithful evangelical 
miniftry of the Rev. John Peckens, of Claremont, N. i In 
March, 1785, her mind became impreffed with the realities of eter- 
nity, her loft and finful ftate, and her need of pardon. Her anx- 
jety was confiderably increafed by the preaching which fhe heard 
until the June following ; when feveral of her aflociates appeared 
to be under fimilar impreflions. Some of thefe were brought to re- 
joice in hope, before her mind was fet at liberty, which led her to 
refle& upon the diftinguifhing grace of God. “How can it be 
right,” {aid fhe, “ that one as vile as myfelf, who has not been more 
earrzeft and diligent in Seeking falvaticn, fhould be taken, and I 
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Memoir of Mrs. Peak. 58 


deft.’ Thus fhe continued in deep diftrefs until Sept. following, 
when her thoughts were turned into a different train of meditation, 
and in a fomewhat fingular manner. She was riding upon the 
eaftern bank of Conneticut river ; the atmofphere was ferene, the 
fan was defcending in the horizon, fhrouded with clouds, which 
were penetrated by his piercing beams, and gave the weftern hem- 
ifphere a deep crimfon colour to a great extent. With a furface 
{mooth as elafs, this majeftic river reflected the fame colour ; and 
to a contemplative mind, had an appearance not altogether diffi- 
milar to a vaft body of blood.* -While viewing this grand and 
impre‘live appearance from the fcenery of nature, her meditations 
gurned upon the fountain of the Saviour’s blood, which he thed 
for the remiflion of fins. Here fhe faw the exceeding finfulne/s 
of fin, that required fuch an infinite atonement. She now faw - 
and felt the depravity of her own heart, her wretchednefS and 
guilt. She was alfo made fenfible of her enmity againft God, and 
of his juftice in the final condemnation of impenitent finners. 
After this, fhe was not terrified as before with the fears of future 
punifhment, but was grieved on account of her fins ; particularly 
her ingratitude, and abufe of divine goodnefs. She ufed to fay, 
if God fhould eleé and fave all others, /be deferved nothing fhort 
of eternal condemnation. P 

From this time fhe became calm in her mind, and was led to 
contemplate much upon the excellencies of the divine charaéter 
and government, as manifeited in the kingdom of grace. By de- 
grees, a comfortable hope was raifed in her mind, that fhe had 
experienced reconciliation to God by the death of his Son. 

In March, 1786, fhe made a public profeffion of her faith in 
Chrift, and joined the Baptif{ Church in Claremont. In this 
profeflion fhe remained ftedfaft without wavering until fhe clofed 
this mortal fcene. 

In the different places where fhe has lived, her life and conver- 
fation have been fuch as to conciliate the love and efteem of her 
pious acquaintance. 

Her patience and refignation, during nine months’ confinement 
in her laft ficknefs, while languifhing with a heétic, did not efcape 
the notice of fpeftators. Shortly after fhe was laid by, fhe appre- 
hended this would prove her laft ficknefs; and earneftly defired 
freth manifeftations of divine grace, that fhe might glorify God 
in her ficknefs and death ; as it feemed to her, as fhe Bia that fhe 
had done little or nothing to his glory while fhe had lived. Al- 
though far from giving up her hope in Chrift, fhe felt her want 
of fpiritual light and life; the Lord was gracioufly pleafed to 
grant her defire. Inthe midf& of an alarming thunder-fhower, 
her companion haftened to her chamber, fearing fhe might be 
terrified by the tempeft. As foon as he entered the door, fe was 
faluted with the following addrefs. “O! help me to praife the 


* The writer was prefent at this time. 
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Lord for his goodnefs, ‘he has gracioufly lifted upon me the light 
ef his. countenance.” 


* The God that. rules on high, 
And thunders when he pleafe, 
Who rides upon the ftormy fky, 
And manages the feas : 


This awful God is ours, 

Our Father and our love: 

He will fend down his heavenly vowers 
To carry us above,” 


She uttered many fuch like fentiments and expreffions, and 
fpake of the firm foundation on which the Church is eltablithed, 
the perpetuity of the covenant of grace, and the veracity of the 
divine promifes, &c. 

For feveral months fhe enjoyed much divine confolation, and 
orten faid that fhe counted the fufferings cf this prefent life not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that fhall be revealed. 
Two months before her deceafe, {he very deliberately told her 
companion that fhe felt her frail nature finking, and thought fhe 
fhould continue but a few days. She mentioned at this time the 
foilowing paflage of {cripture, which had long lain with weight up- 
om her mind, and which the defired our beloved Brother Williams 
might nmprove after her deceafe—Pfalm Ixxiii. 26. “My heart 
and my fi:fo faileth ; but God is the flrength of my heart, and my portion 
forever.” (This was done accordingly. ) 

Not long after this, fhe experienced great darknefs of mind. 
Satan was permitted to buffet her. For fome time the conflict 
was painful, and excited the compaffion of her Chriftian friends. 
She regretted that the had mentioned the above fcripture, &c. and 
was atraid fhe had gloried in her exercifes, rather than in the 
God ef grace. In this conflié, however, grace triumphed. Af- 
ter morning prayer had been offered up by her bedfide, fhe obferv- 
ed to her friend, that fhe had had a happy night ; the Lord was 
good and gracious, he had removed darknefs from-her mind. 
She repeated a part of the Hymn beginning with thefe words, 


“ Ah, lovely appearance of death,” &c. 


particularly the laft verfe, 


“ What now with my tears I bedew, 
Oh might [ this moment become, 
My ipirit created anew, 

My ficth be confign’d to the tomb.” 


Tt was obferved to her that when fhe fhould be removed by 
death, the would be delivered from fin and pain, and be forever 
ar reft with the Lord: “I haveno doubt of that,”’ faid fhe, “but 
i fear I am not patient as 1 ought tobe. OQ, pray for me, that I 
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maay patiently wait all the days cf my appointed time till my chante 
come.” In this happy triumphant trame of mind, the continued’ 
with very little variation, to the laft moments of her life. When 
fhe was apparently feized with the agonies of death, which was 
an Monday, evening about 8 o’clock, the faid to her companion,’ 
“Do you think this is death???” He obferved, “Itisdike it.” «5 
fhouldahink you could tell,” faid the. He replied that he thought) 
it was. death; and that fhe would foon be releafed trom fin and’ 
fuffering, and be at reft.. “* Q, 1 can blefs God,’ faid fhe, « thar? 
the important houris come. I can give you all up into his hands,» 
aad go. O.! come, my blefled Jefus, come Can’t you give me 
up? do give me up—help me to go.” Her companten told hers 
thatalthough it was hard.parting, yet he thoughr heconld freely re- 
fign her into the hands of God: after whichfhe appeared compofed. » 

Mr. Henry Kendal, a brother in the minifry, bemg prefent, en-» 
gaged in prayer, in which fhe joined with great devotion. After 
prayer he afked ber whether the felt free to give herfelfup to the 
Lord? * O.yes,” faid the, “the Lord is an everlafting God. He 
knoweth them that truft in him.’’? She remarked thatthe thought 
fhe {hould die a-hard death, and faid, “Pray that I may, have pa- 
tience.” About 12 o’clock at night fhe aflkked what time it would 
be high water ? and being informed, requelted fome of her friends 
to take reft, faying, fhe thought fhe might live till 3 or 4 in the: 
morning. She continued in this calm and tranquil itave of mind, 
except for a fhort {pace in which fhe was a little wandering, but 
from which fhe foon recovered, and enjoyed. her reafon in ful 
Arength, until ‘luelday evening 6 0’clock, when the quietly “ lan- 
guithed into Jife,’’ without a figh or groan. “Biefed are the 
dead who die.in the Lord.” 
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Memoir of Mr. Wi_v_1am Hewtr. 


@ommuuicated for the Maffachufetts Bapti Miflionary Magazine, in a Letter 
from the Rev, Danie Suaxp, dated Newark, Dec, 28, 1810 


REY. SIR, 


I wap meant fome months ago to have furnifhed you with an 
account of the experience and death of a much beloved brother, 
Wilham Hewit. Titl now I have been prevented by a variety 
of caufes. Tam aware that great abufes have prevailed in cher- 
hing the memory of the dead:. They have been. praifed for vir- 
tues they never poffeffed, while the hand of friendfhip and mif- 
taken charity has fpread a veil over their vices. ‘Thisis no reafon, 
howeéver, that the pen of the faithful narrator fhould not be em- 
ployed in exhibiting the confolations an characters of departed. 
faints. It is here we fee the religion of Jefus embodied, and be- 
come acquainred with its cheering and purifying influcact. 

v 
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Mr. William Hewit was’a-native of ingland. When abdéit 
twenty-one years of age, he emigrated to this country. Soom 
after his arrival, he was favoured with fitting under the minifiry 
of the gofpel, a privilege unknown before ; for he had fearce ever 
heard any thing better than the morals of Epiétetus or Seneca. 
Nor did he hear the gofpel in vain; it became the power of 
God to the falvation of his foul. He had a deep fenfe of the de- 
pravity of his heart, the finfulnefs of his condu&, and the infuf- 
ficiency of his own righteoufnefs, connected with a view of the 
character of Jefus as the Friend and Saviour of poor finners. 

At this period my acquaintance with him commenced. By 
mutually reciting the dealings of God towards us, and the 
exercifes cf our minds, we found, that asin a glafs face anfwer- 
eth to face, fo the heart of man to man; this ferved to cément’ 
our friendthip, which was uninterrupted till his death. 

' Though he appeared a man defigned in providence for bufi-” 
nefs, and who prcfpered in io fmall degree; yet his feat on 
week day evening leturés and at prayer meetings was feldom 
unoccupied by him. His life was a practical comment of that 
paflage, “not flothful in bufinefs, fervent in fpirit, ferving the 
Lord.” 

Happy in his family, profperous in the world, atid beloved by 
his Chriftian friends, he wanted nothing of an earthly nature te 
add to his felicity. But how changing the fcenes of life! How 
foon our joys wither! And inftead of a clear fky, cloud fucceed- 
ing cloud intercept our. view. 

Early in the fpring of 1809, he broke a blood veffel, from the 
effects of which he never recovered. At feafons when threatened 
with diffolution, he was remarkably fupported by the promifes of 
a faithfulGod. At one time I inquired the ftate of his mind ; he 
replied, “I am perfectly retigned to the will of God; I have no 
choice to live or to die; the Lord’s will be done.”?” His mother 
obferved, “ William, what a mercy it is you have been brought 
to know the Lord.” “O yes, faid he, I can view the hand of a 
tovereign God in it.” Atanother time he obferved to his moth- 
er, that he had been very much comforted in reading Ifaiab, xi. 
10. * Fear not, for I am with thee; be not difmayed, for | am 
thy God,” &c. ; alfo Ifa. xliii. 2, 4. Thefe paflages with feveral 
others he had doubled down as affording the molt precious ¢con- 
folation to his foul. In reading John, 14ch chap. he felt pecu- 
liar elevation of foul, while meditating on the tendernefs of Chrift, 
and the defign for which he left our earth, to prepare manfions 
for his poms 8 : 

On the 6th of Dec. 1809, he took a voyage to the Welt Indies, 
in company with his wife and fifter, hoping that it might prove 
beneficial to his health. From a letter of his, dated Jan. 4th, it 
appears he thought himfelf better. In this the fame fpirit of de- 
votion was manifeft. He {poke of the Lord as a covenant-keep- 
ing God; and expreffed a full periuafion, that in all his trials the 
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Lord had done all things well, On the 8th of Jan. he arofe as 
well as ufual, and after taking fome refrefhment, obferved he felt 
as if he could run a race: but in a few moments after this, he 
began to vomit blood. His wife ran immediately to his afliftance, 
but he was foexhaufted that he could only fay, “ My dear, | am 
going, but I am happy”—He was endeavouring to proceed, but 
his voice failed ; he fainted, and funk indeath. ‘ Precious in the 
fight of the Lord is the death of his faints.” 


<2 


Memoir of Mafter Cuurcui.., fon of the Rev. Samuel 
Churchill, of Littleton, (N.H.) who died Sept. 18, 1810, in the 
ninth year of his age. 


Asout the firft week in January, a Mr. Butler preached 
at Mr. Churchill’s houfe ; after which this child, who had long 
been afflicted with fores, appeared unufually thoughtful. But the 
beginning of February, a moft poignant conviction faftened upon 
his mind; and for about eight days his diftrefs was extremely 

eat. It was not known that any vifible means occafioned this 

ftalarm. Indeed he had begun to hope he was good ; proba- 
bly from feeling his mind exercifed about what he called good 
things, without having difcovered the vilenefs of his own heart. 
But at this time, he had a deep fenfe of the awful wickednefs of 
his heart, and all his hopes vanifhed. He would often, in the 
greateft agony, beg of his father to pray for him, that he might 
have a new heart, a heart to love God. 

For feveral days he feemed to expect relief by praying. But 
after this he obferved, that when he attempted to pray, he felt 
that his heart and thoughts were wicked, and fometimes that all 
the wicked things that ever he did in his life would come up in 
his mind, and looked fo awful, that he thought he could not be 
faved. He confeffled to his mamma things which he had done 
when he was not more than 4 years old ; although he had been as 
dutiful as children in general. 

For feveral days he feemed to have ftrong fears that his cafe 
was an exception to the general declarations of mercy, and that 
the Lord was angry with him, and would not fave him. He afk- 
ed whether any were ever faved who were fo awfully wicked, and 
who could not feel right towards God, nor pray, nor do any 
thing right ? He was told by his father, that God was fo good 
and merciful, that he fometimes faved thofe who had fuch wicked 
hearts, that they could do nothing good till they were renewed. 

After many obfervations of a fimilar nature, on the evening of 
the 8th or oth of February, he became calm in his mind, and con- 
tinued fo through the night, although for a week before he had 
taken but little reft. In the morning his mamma afked him 
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whether he thought he was renewed? He replied, that he did not 
know ; but obferved, that his mind was relieved, that Chrift ap- 
peared beautiful ro him, and that he.did not feel when he attempt- 
ed to pray, as he had done ; but his conviction was gone, and he 
feared that he fhould again be ftupid. 

He continued in this frame of mind for feveral days, in which 
time he made many impreflive remarks on his own unworthinefs, 
the hatefulnefs of fin ; and particularly, how juftly he deferved all 
his affliftions. He afked many queftions refpecting thofe, whofe 
convictions left them in an unconverted ftate; fuch as, whether 
they went off gradually, or at once. On being told, that they 
ulually wore off gradually, le replied, that his left him in an in- 
fiant, yet he ‘expreffed fome fears that ‘he was not converted. 
Soon after, early one morning he called his father to him and faid, 
*‘ [ de not think I am goimg to be ftupid again, for 1 feel as though 
I doved Chrift.” 

After this his joys feemed daily to increafe. He fpake much 
of the goodnefs of God, and appeared greatly delighted in hear- 
ing prayer and finging, or m hearing the fcriptures read. He 
would fometimes hug the’bible in his arms, and fay, “ O how I 
‘love this book!” Sometimes he exprefledian earneft defire to be 
with Chrift. Being afked one day ‘by Elder Perkins, why he 
wifhed to be in heaven? he replied, **To love God.” Mr. P. re- 
piied, but do you not nowlove him ? He anfwered, “ I’hope Indo 
fome, but I want to love him more ; I want to praife him.” 

Some time after, he exprefled a defire to be baptized and join 
the church if it fhould be thought proper. But as he feemed then 
to be‘mending of his fores, it was poftponed. 

Through the fummer, ftrong hopes were entertained of his re- 
covery ; but on the 4th of September, he was taken with the #y- 
phus fever, and died on the 18th, aged almoft 8 years.and 8 months. 

In the beginning of this laft ficknefs, he appeared to have fome 
darknefs upon his mind, and exprefled fome regret that he had 
not been baptized: but the latter part of the time when he had 
his reafon, he feemed to be happy and refigned, and faid he had 
no defire to live. 

When clofing the fcene of life, the laft words he was heard to 
utter were fome lines from Dr. Watts. Thus it has been ap- 
parent, that out of the mouth of babes God can ordain flrength. 


—O8892>—- 


Account of RucHoonat’u, a Bengalee Chriftian, who 
died at Serampore, March .28, 1808, 


On the 29th of March, the Chriftian church at Seram- 
pore, had to carry to the filent tomb the remains of their brother 
Rughoo, who was baptized in December, 1805, and who died 
March 28th, 1808. 
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This convert was born at a village in Bengal near Chundunu- 
nugura, called Huldidanga ; his father was a weaver, and, as is 
ufual among the Hindoos, he was of his father’s trade. 

Rughoo was a poor illiterate idolater, unable to read or write ; 
and, in his cafe as in that of all the heathen, his natural confcience 


had been exceedingly darkened and feared by their * abominable 


idolatries.’” He was an enthufiaft in idolatry; his back was filled 
with fears, from the hooks by which he had been fo frequently 
fufpended in {winging on the infamous churuka. Added to all 
this, he lived in adultery many years, and wallowed in the filthieft 
vices. 

Rughoo once lived at Serampore about twelve months ; he then 
went to Calcutta, where he ftayed two or three years. From 
hence he returned to Serampore, where hearing fome people talk 
about the gofpel, he called at the houfe of a native Chriitian, and 
Heard from him the words of our Lord Jefus Chrift. He had 
been connected with a female for a number of years without mar- 
riage, but had quarrelled, and feparated from her; and at the 
above period this woman was not with him, but lived at another 
houfe in Serampore. 

After Rughoo had been fome time under inftruction, the word 
evidently appeared to have entered his mind ; he feemed to pof- 
fefs a deep fenfe of his finfulnefs, and of the love of Chrift in be- 
coming his Saviour. He was therefore baptized, and added to 
the Church. 

After his baptifm, he worked in ap inferior fituation in the 
Brethren’s printing office at Serampore, and though he had no 
talents to preach, yet on all occafions he recommended the Gofpel, 
by a humble behaviour, and a grateful fenfe of kindneffes. 

A fhort time after Rughoo’s baptifm, the before-mentioned 
female was brought under the found of the gofpel, and gave 
proofs of the Lord’s having opened her heart. In due time fhe 
was baptized, and was afterwards married to Rughoo, and they 
continued, to the end of Rughoo’s life, an affectionate and hap- 


- py couple, whofe domeftic happinefs had been greatly heightened 


by their reception of the gofpel. During the two years of their 
marriage, the miflionaries never heard of a fingle difference be- 
twixt them, and during Rughoo’s laft iilnefs, his wife nurfed him, 
day and night, with the greateft tenderneis. 

With refpect to the general ftate of our deceafed brother’s mind, 
he appeared to be, as far as his knowledge went, a happy Chriftian. 
Talk to him whenever you would of the love of Chrift, exclama- 
tions of aftonifhment efcaped his lips, while the tears filled his eyes, 
and ran down his cheeks. During the finging of hymns; or 
while liftening to the ftory of redeeming love, and, not unfrequent- 
ly, at the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, his tears teftified his 
fente of the deep Rake he was confcious he pofleffed in the gofpel. 

When vifited by the miffioraries, he would come to the door of 
his hut, and fetch the beft feat he had, or could borrow, his coun- 
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tenance beaming with joy at their prefence ; and on all occafions 
he gave proofs, by his love to the brethren, that he had pafled 
from death unto life. 

In his laft ilnefs brother Ward frequently vifited him, and al- 
moft always found him happy, pleafed and affeéted with the glad 
idings of the gofpel. This brother found his own mind refrefhed 
by thefe vifits, in beholding the love of this afflited convert to 
the Saviour of finners. 

Rughoo would fometimes call a native member of the church 
to come and read and pray with him; and one day he requefted 
all the brethren might be called, (thinking his end near) that he 
might fee them before he died. ‘The native brethren who lived 
near were called ; a hymn was fung, a portion of {cripture read, 
aud prayer offered up for our apparently dying brother. 

For fome time before his death, Rughoo, fo far from being 
afraid of death, appeared too impatient to die ; and feemed ready 
to queltion the love of Chrift to him, becaufe he did not haften to 
take him to himfelf. He prayed day after day, that the Saviour 
would prepare him, and take him to heaven. Brother Ward was at 
fome pains once or twice to convince him, that Chriit’s time was 
the beft, and that thefe fhort afflictions “were working for him an 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

As long as he was able to fpeak plain, he expreffed his firm 
hope in Chrift’s death, and when he could fpeak only with great 
difficuliy, he indicated, partly in broken language, and partly by 
figns, that Chrift was there, (laying his hand on his heart.) One 
day when brother Ward was there, he whifpered, (laying his hand 
on his heart) “‘ He is here.. He is here.” 

On the Lord’s day that he died, brother Ward held the morn- 
ing meeting with the native brethren in the yard juft before Ru- 
ghoo’s door ; but our afflicted brother was able to attend very im- 
perfectly to what was going forward, and in the evening of that 
day, about ten o’clock, he died. The next evening he was buri- 
ed with finging on the way, and exhortation and prayer at the 
grave by brother Carey. All the members of the church prefent 
aflifled in carrying the body to, and filling up the grave.—Ru- 
ghoo’s age is fuppofed to have been about 60 years. 

How rich is that grace difplayed in the converfion of this per- 
fon, once living in idolatry, and all its attending abominations ! 
How great the contrat betwixt the idolater, dancing in indecent 
attitudes, or with a piece of ircn run through his tongue, before 
the idol, and the fame man “turned from dumb idols to ferve the 
living and true God,” and receiving with melting heart the me- 
morials of Chrift’s death and fufferin¢gs ! What a contraft betwixt 
this poor deluded creature, fufpended by hooks in his back, and 
{winging for a confiderable time in this {hocking manner, in hon- 
our of devils, and the fame man praying to the God and Father 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and worfhiping the true God in fpirit 
and in truth! What a difference betwixt this couple, quarrelling 
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with each other while living in a ftate of adultery, and their liv- 
ing happily together as a chriftian family !_ How bleffed a death, 
defiring to depart and to be with Chrift, as far better than all 
the riches of the Eat ! 

“ Js not this a brand plucked from the burning ?” 

“‘ Js any thing too hard for the Lord ?” 

“© Many fhall come from the eaft, and the weft, and fhall fit down 
with Abraham, and lfaac, and Facob, in the kingdom of heaven ; but 
the children of the kingdom Jfhall be caft into outer darkne/s ! ! 
Beware, nominal Chriftian, left this fhould be true of razz! Left 
thefe defpifed Hindoos fhould be admitted into heaven, whilft 
thou, boafting a fuperior degree of civilization and chriftian in- 
firuéction, fhouldft be thruft down to hell ! 
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Report of the Trujftees of the Baptift Miffionary Society in 
Maffachufetts, at their Annual Meeting in Bofton, May 30, 1810. 


BELOVED BRETHREN; 


E1cut years have elapfed fince the firft meeting of this 
Society for the choice of officers and organization of the inftitu- 
tion. So limited were the means, and circumfcribed the prof- 
pects of the venerable and worthy promoters of this eftablifh- 
ment, that there was much hefitancy as to the utility of fuch an 
undertaking, till it was remarked by one’ of the original A flociates, 
that if they could do no more, they could at leaft fend one mif- 
fionary for the term of three months. But O, how good is the 
Lord! He has fmiled upon the inftitution, and greatly exceeded 
the moft fanguine expectations of all its friends, in making it the 
means of founding out the word of the Lord fo extenfively and 
in fuch a manner as that many have been refiefhed with the 
bread and water of life, in various parts of the new fettlements of 
our country, by the faithful and indefatigable heralds of the crofs, 
employed by the liberality of this Society. 

Brother Ifaac Cafe has been engaged nine months in the courfe 
of the laft year. He has fpent his tme in the Dittri& of Maine, 
and although he has not been fo much among thofe who were en- 
tirely deftitute of the gofpel as {ome other Miflionaries, his labours 
have been very ufeful tor the perfecting of the faints and edifying 
of the body in love, and in fetting in order among the Churches 
the things that were wanting. 

Brother Henry Hale has received two appointments ; one of fix, 
and one of three months. His labours have been in the moft 
eafterly parts of the United States and in the Britifh dominions. 
He has been every where very kindly received; and his fervices 
much approved by the Truflees, and we truft by the blefled Maf- 
ter whom he fo unweariedly ferves. He is probably now on his. 
miflion of three months. 
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Brother Peter P. Roots has: had two appointments of three 
months each the laft year ; and. with his ufual ability and zeal, has 
travelled through. feveral of the weftern counties of the State of 
New York, preaching a crucified Saviour to the people, and ad- 
miniftering ordinances to thofe who were entitled to gofpel privi- 
leges. His labours are ufeful. 

Brother Jefle Hartwell:has an appointment for three months. 
He is now probably on Miffionary ground, from whom we have 
net heard fince he commenced his tour. 

Brother Barnabas Perkins has received an appointment for fix 
months the laft year... He has been fome time on his Miffionary 
labours, and we confidently expected he would have made his re- 
turns previoufly to the meeting of the fociety. He has not howev- 
er, and we are of courfe unable to ftate any particular account of 
his Miffionary labours fince the laft Anniverfary. He has gone 
into the northerly parts of Vermont, New-Hampfhire and Canada, 

Brother Samuel Rowley is engaged farther in Miflfionary {a- 
bours, but is probably juft now returned from a tour ro the weft. 
ward of Lake Champiain, and has not had time yet to make his 
communication to the Society; the Truftees expect to hear foon 
from him. 

Brother Samuel Ambrofe of Sutton in the State cf New Hamp- 
fhire has been engaged for the Society fix months in the courfe of 
the laft year. He was appointed to travel in the northern parts 
of the ftate of Vermont and to go into Canada; which appoint- 
ment he has, by the blefling of Providence, diligently and fuecefsful- 
ly fulfilled. The people among whom he has laboured have treat- 
ed him with great refpect, and the glorious and diftinguifhing doc- 
trine of the crofs we truft, will be the favour of life unto life to 
many of the inhabitants of the wildernefs. 

Our refpected brother, Pelatiah Chapin, has been appointed a 
Miffionary for the term of three months, but has made no returns. 

Brother Stephen Parfons has laboured in the Miflionary field 
three months the laft year for the Society. The Black-River A ffo- 
ciation to which brother Parfons belongs, with a view to encour- 
age Miflionary fervices in the new fettlements, have recommended 
to the churches of which it is compofed to raife a contribution in 
money; or country produce, in order to encourage, in union with 
this Society, the Miffionary caufe ; they have fucceeded beyond ex- 

eétation ; fo that brother Parfons has received of them nearly the 
whole of his falary for fervices rendered this Society ; and expected 
to receive farther contributions in fuch produce as the country af- 
forded. ‘This is an example worthy the imitation of our brethren in 
the new fettlements ; and is a proof that our friends of the Black 
River Affociation are difpofed to lay by for the fupport of the blef- 
fed caufe of religion, as the Lord fhall profper them. 

Brother Hezekiah Pettet has performed fix months fervice for 
the Society in the weftern part of the State of New York. The 
‘Lrufees have been pleafed with the perufal of the very particular 
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account ‘he ‘has. piven of his travels and fervices, andhave ap- 
pointed him cn another Miflion of three months. 

Brother Samuel Churchill :has been appointed Miflionary for 
two months, and is now probably engaged in publifhing the glo- 
' yious doérine of the Crofs among the poor and deftitute inhabi. 
tants of the northerly parts.of Vermont and New idampthire. 

Brother Thomas Spooner has performed three months fervice 
for the Society, and brother John “trith has made returns of fer- 
vices rendered the Miffiunary caufe, but his appointment is not 
yet completed. 

Here, brethren, we would paufe, and raife our Ebenezer. Hith- 
erto the Lord hath helped us. He not only’ literally watereth 
the earth, and maketh it foft with fhowers, but mercifully fendeth 
his rain upon the thirfty hill of Zion. Praife ye the Lord. 

In the conclufion of this Report, permit us to exhort you, be- 
loved brethren, ‘to pray for the peace and extenfion of the church 
of God. They fhall profper who love Zion and feek her good. 
And do not forget to contribute to the fupport of the Miflionary 
caufe, remembering how wonderfully the Lord has been pleafed 
to own the labours of his dear fervants who are employed in dif- 
penfing the word, adminiftering ordmances, affifting in conftitut- 
ing new churches, attending conferences and funerals, vifiting 
{chools, and teaching the aged and the young publicly and from 
houfe to houfe. We afk your contributions for the fupport of 
men engaged in and devoted to fuch works as thefe. And we 
doubt not but you will follow the Miffionaries fent out by this So- 
ciety and others, with importunate prayer for their fuccefs and the 
fpread of Immanuel’s cau‘ throughout the world. For your en- 
couragement it is fpreading, and will foon become univerfally 
triumphant. The glorious temple is rifing, and the top-ftone will 
foon be brought forth with fhouting, Grace! Grace unto it ! 
Come, Lord -Jefus! come quickly. AMEN. 


WM. COLLIER, Sec’ry. 
—8E OS 


Orpainep at Sullivan (N. H.) O&. 24. 1810. over the Baptift 
Church and Society in that place, the Rev. Charles Cumings, 
Introductory Prayer and Sermon by Rev. J. Higbee from 2 Cor. 
iv. 5. “For we preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Fefus the Lord ; 
and ourfelves your fervants for Fefus’ fake.” 


Orvainep at Fitzwilliam, (N. H.) December 26, Rev. A. 
Allen over the Baptift Church and Society in that place. 

Sermon by Rev. Jeremiah Higbee of Alftead, from 2 Cor. ii. 
16. “And who is /ufficient for thefe things ?” 


On Thurfday the 28th of February ult. the neatand convenient 
Meeting-houfe belonging-to the «hird Baptift Church in Philadel. 
phia, was opened for public wotfhip, in the prefence of a numer- 
ous, refpectable and folemnly attentive audience. 
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4 The exercifes of the morning. were introduced by prayer by 
the Rev. Dr. Allifon, after which an appropriate Sermon was 
I delivered by the Rev. Dr. Rogers, from Eph. v. 20. 

Hl Introductory prayer in the afternoon by the Rev. Mr. Hewfon, 
(Mr. Hewfon has been recently ordained) Sermon by the Rev. 
Dr. Staughton from Pfalm cxviii. 19, 20. 
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The following Lines were compofed by a friend of Miffions 


on reading the accounts of fucce/sful miffionary labours in the new 


settlements. 
In north and weftern regions far away, 

Where late the ruthlefs favage roam’d for prey 
Or fought like cruel fiends athirft for blood, 
And midnight fires for human viélims glow’d, — 
Now heavenly peace prevails, and truths divine, 
In all their bright celeftia! beauties fhine. 

The Holy Spirit through the defert goes, 

And the rough wilds look blooming as the rofe. 
Young converts like frefh flowers the air perfame, 
King Jefus’ charms the wildernefs illume. 

The birds of Paradife together fing, 

Their folemn lovely notes falute the {pring. 
Loud alleluias to the Lord above, 

Praife for free grace, and thanks for dying love. 
Repentant finners to their, Saviour turn, 

Behold him crucified and deeply mourn ; 

Angels the news to heaven’s high portals bear, 
With joy they tell, while GOD delights to hear.* 
Hold on, ye Miffionaries, botdly go, 

Dread not the danger, fear no threat’ning foe, 
God wil! be with you in embowering woods, 

O’er lofty mountains, or through {welling floods : 
No damps by night, nor fummer’s burning day, 
Without his leave, ‘* can agke your health away :” 
Where’er you are, his promife reco! lea, 

He ever will be with you and prote&.t 

A covert from the tempeft He is found, 

And fiery chariots ftil] his friends furround.+ 

To you, ye bleft ambafladors of heaven, 

A glorious privilege is guar ake 

(Better by far than is on earth befide, ) 

T’ invite and wait upon the Saviour’s bride. 
What raptures fill your heart you know ful! weil, 
When men forfake the downward road to hell, 
Fly to the fount of the Redeemer’s blood, 

Find mercy and adore a {miling God. 

Be faithful unto death iu al! your way, 

And Chrift wil! crown you in eternal day. 

O God moft holy, thy falvation fhow, 

Build and increafe thy Zion here below : 

At thy command may many fuch be found 

As give the gofpel trump its certain found. 

The fields are white and large ; O {peak the word 
That num’rous labourers reap thy harveft, Lord. 


, * Luke xv, 7, + Pfalm 121, + Kings ii, 6, 17. 









































